
The top of the third floor stairs has been converted 
into a small connection exhibition area between 
the nineteenth  and twentieth centuries. Going 
up,  along the side wall, a symbolic blow up rep-
resenting mine work, followed, in the landing, by 
a graphic panel entitled “The struggles of the min-
ers and war”. At the centre the image of a gathering 
of workers and overlapping the manifest “May Day 
1904” and some verses by Attilio Sassi on a serious 
political struggle of 1921 from the song “Comrades 
if you were to listen to me”  which follows the tra-
ditional eighth-line metrics:  “Comrades if you were 
to listen to me / Or to put it better if you allow me / 
I hope to be able to tell you / the sad story of a great 
trial / known as the Castelnuovo dei Sabbioni trial / 
In which there were a hundred or more defendants 
/ Of which several were imprisoned / From San Gio-
vanni they were tortured. [...]“
The central theme is mine work, because the new 
century gave the miners in the Valdarno area a 
greater drive to fight. Soon, due to the influence 
of the anarchists and socialists, the need arose 
for new forms of labour organization to support 
the instances of the workers (wages, safety of the 
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workplace, shifts, assistance, etc... ) as well as the 
increasing strikes:  in 1901 a 17 days strike occurred 
in Castelnuovo dei Sabbioni, attended by more 
than 250 miners. In 1908 the miners went on strike 
for over two months. At the same time, the strong 
development of the mining-industrial center car-
ried on: in 1907 the Castelnuovo dei Sabbioni  ther-
mo-electric plant became operational  and in 1911 
the production of wood coal rised: 322,541 tons 
and 1,228 employees. At that time, Priamo Bigian-
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di graduated from elementary school, and was em-
ployed in the mines. He later became a very impor-
tant trade union and political figure. At the outbreak 
of World War I, the Cavriglia mines were in a phase of 
great development, which became even greater dur-
ing the war, with a number of excavation technical in-
novations. Wood coal is a poor fuel that underwent a 
strong development during the two world wars, due 
to the markets closure in times of conflict, so as to give 
life the sad saying: When the mine laughs, Italy cries. 
The need for labour in the mine led to the militariza-
tion of the miners. Such a measure was welcomed by 
the workforce as it exonerated them from being sent 
to the war front. However, this involved a discipline 
of hard work and the absence of any right to dissent, 
the punishment being dismissal and forced deploy-
ment in the trenches. 
In 1918, with the end of the war, there was the return 
of mining production to the free market, which led 
to a decrease in demand for wood coal. The miners 
went on strike in order to obtain a reduction of work-
ing hours and a pay rise.  Led by Arrigo Sassi, Eugenio 
Moneti and Mario Mari. In 1921 the break out of seri-
ous accidents caused by the fascists in Valdarno. At 
the mines in Castelnuovo miners, who were armed 
to face the squad, killed a mining engineer. Thereaf-
ter a harsh repression brought to the imprisonment 
of many miners and trade-unionists, including Attilio 
Sassi and Priamo Bigiandi. 


